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Pottery Making 

Because we do not have documents that mention 
Banda in this period, we can not say as much about 
specific people or events; however, archaeological 
excavations at Ngre Kataa tell us a lot about how 
people in the Banda area lived at this time.

The site that archaeologists call “Ngre Kataa” was 
occupied for many centuries. Here people made 
well-built houses with plastered interior & exterior 
walls. They were skilled crafts men and women 
who made tools and ornaments from iron, copper 
and clay both for their own use and for trade.

A metal workshop at Ngre Kataa was used for some 200 years to make tools and ornaments from iron 
and copper. The iron was smelted from local ores. The copper was imported, probably from the Sahara. 
Skilled metal workers made objects by forging (heating & hammering), wire drawing, and lost wax casting. 
Shrines in the metal workshop protected workers and ensured the success of their work. 

A large shrine (pictured above; map below) was placed on top of metal working features in the workshop area. 
Metal bangles and a pair of miniature shackles were placed among pottery jars, bowls and lids. The cluster of 
objects rested on top of burned basins used to work metals. 

Shrine

A semi-circular burned feature enclosed burned basins and 
pots that were used in metal working. The area also 
contained a large shrine pot and a smaller shrine cluster. 
The shrine cluster included a lost wax cast “gold weight”
similar to those from Kuulo Kataa (pictured right)

A large stone used as an anvil in metal working. 
A small hammer stone was located close by. 

This pot had many small holes around its sides and 
bottom. It contained a number of cowrie shells and 
probably served as a shrine to protect metal workers.

Burned basins like those pictured above were found 
throughout the workshop. Some were deeply buried and 
others closer to the ground surface, telling us that the 
workshop was used for a long time. 

Metal workers at Ngre Kataa made many 
tools and ornaments such as those 
pictured here. Some were used by people 
living at Ngre Kataa, but some were 
probably made to be traded. 

Crafts people at Ngre
Kataa made ornaments 
from copper and ivory. 
They made rings of wire (pictured 
above), lost wax cast objects (like the 
miniature brass spoon, above right) and 
the ivory stopper or plug (pictured right). 
Brass—a copper alloy—was probably 
imported from the Sahara.Ivory tusks 
and objects may have been one of the 
goods that Banda people traded in 
exchange for copper.  

During this time pottery was made at different 
locations, both east and west of the Banda hills.
These potters were the first to mix crushed slag from iron smelting into their 
clays. They decorated some of their pots with red painted bands and in some 
cases applied a shiny finish to the surface as seen in the picture to the right. 
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Mound 7, Ngre Kataa showing interior & exterior plastering on a wall
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People lived and worked at mound 7 for centuries. The burned basins (above) 
were found beneath the plastered wall shown in the upper picture. These basins 
were next to an earlier house. The basins were probably used to work metals. 

The burned basins found at the bottom of mound 7 
(pictured above and left) suggest that sometimes people 
worked metals near the houses as well as in the 
workshop area at Ngre Kataa.

Iron slag

Perforated shrine pot (also pictured left)


